
Module variant to: Foundations of Biodiversity, Evolution and Ecology 

 

Utilization in the following specializations (decision by the examining board): 

Biodiversity, Evolution and Ecology x 

Genetics and Genomics  

Microbiology   

Molecular- and Cellular Biology   

Molecular Plant Sciences  

Neurobiology  

Biology x 

 

Module:  Current topics and presentation skills in animal behaviour and cognition  

University/Department/Teaching Unit:  Freie Universität Berlin/Department of Biology, Chemistry, Pharmacy/Biology 

Module coordinator:  Prof. Tomer J. Czaczkes 

Prerequisites: none 

Learning objectives:  

At the end of the module, students will have learned key skills for presenting behavioural biology research, including giving 

presentations, asking sensible questions after presentations, making and presenting scientific posters, writing scientific titles 

and abstracts, and writing press releases. Students will also gain a broad exposure to topics in animal behaviour and cognition 

via exposure too and reading of primary literature.  

Content:  

Scientific presentation skills and key guidelines will be presented and discussed. Individual students will prepare scientific 

talks, posters, abstracts, press releases, and other presentation media based on current original research in animal behaviour 

and cognition. All presentations will be discussed for content and style in a supportive and constructive environment. A focus 

is placed on identifying the audience and goal of each presentation format. 

 

 

Modes of instruction 

Contact hours 

(hours per week 

during the 

semester) 

Types of active participation 
Workload 

(in hours) 

Seminar (S) 1 – 
Class attendance (seminar) 

Preparation, before and after 

(seminar) 

 

Class attendance (practice 

session) 

Preparation, before and after 

(practice session) 

 

Exam preparation and exam 

15 

15 

 

 

30 

 

15 

 

 

75 

Practice sessions (Ü) 2 
Carrying out and documenting 

experiments in the lab 

Module assessment 

Written exam (60 minutes), wholly or partially in multiple-choice format; 

can also be carried out electronically or written report on research results 

(approx. 10 pages) or examination colloquium (approx. 20 minutes) 

Language English 

Regular attendance required yes 

Total workload 150 hours 5 credit points 

Duration one semester 

Frequency irregular 

Applicability 
Master's degree program M.Sc. Biology; 

Master's degree program M.Sc. Biodiversity, Evolution and Ecology 


