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Information: Website | Newsletter

Networking: BCP Networks

Training: Workshops | Courses | Doctoral
Program Natural Sciences

Events: Info Events | Networking Workshop | 
Statistics Courses

Advisory Services: All about the Doctorate | 
Career Development | Supervision
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Topics
• All about the doctorate
• Doctorate procedure
• Training and qualification
• Conflict situations
• Career development
• …
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FU contract?

Membership by
employment

Enrollment

yes

no

Accident
insurance

Thesis submission

Check your FU email account (zedat)  re-registration!

ends before
thesis submission

No membership/accident insurance no (lab) work!

Admission
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Start of
work

Changes of
name/contact

details?
Thesis 

submission

Check your admission notification end of standard time!

4 years

Conditions not fulfilled no thesis submission!

Change of
supervisor?

Change of university? 
Closure of procedure?

Extension
#1 #2 #3 …

Conditions
fulfilled?
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ADMISSION NOTIFICATION FOR DOCTORAL STUDIES IN THE SUBJECT OF BIOLOGY

End of your standard time to completion: 7th of January 2029

Dear  ,

Based on your application, you are hereby admitted as a doctoral student in the subject of Biology
effective 8th of January 2025. The doctoral regulations of the Department of Biology, Chemistry,
Pharmacy (hereafter PromO) valid at the time of admission apply to your procedure. The standard time
to completion, stated above, ends four years after the admission, which is the beginning of the doctoral
procedure. According to Section 4 (1) PromO, the earliest date for filing your dissertation is two years
after your application. Hence, you can submit your thesis earliest on 23rd of April 2027.
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CONDITIONS WITHIN THE ADMISSION PROCEDURE
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Admission 
letter

Thesis 
submission

Extension
#1 #2 #3 …

Conditions fulfilled?

Participation in a course on good scientific practice within the first year after admission date

The admission for doctoral studies expires if the condition/s is/are not fulfilled for 
reasons for which you are responsible.
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Section 7 (7) PromO: proof of participation in a course on good scientific practice 

Obligation applies to all doctoral candidates who submit their dissertation after March 31, 2026

Extent: 1 credit point = 2 full workshop days = 16 work units of 45 minutes each

Participation in several courses on the topic is possible (1 CP in total)

Courses offered by the FU Berlin (DRS, KowIn, Graduate Center, doctoral programs) or other 
Berlin universities that are members of the Berlin University Alliance will be credited

Proof must be provided within one year after the admission date (via e-mail to the Graduate Center)

Further questions about the courses offered and possible crediting of external courses 
 contact the staff of the Graduate Center
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Dr. rer. nat. PhD

• PromO §1 (1): The Department of Biology, 
Chemistry, Pharmacy at Freie Universität 
Berlin awards the degree of Doctor of 
Natural Sciences (Doctor rerum naturalium, 
abbreviated: Dr. rer. nat.) […] within the 
framework of a proper doctoral degree 
procedure according to the provisions 
below.

 no doctoral studies program needed

• PromO §1 (1): […] awards […] alternatively 
after completion of a structured doctoral 
studies program according  to  § 1 (2) the 
Doctor of Philosophy in Natural Sciences 
(Ph.D. in Natural Sciences)

• PromO §1 (2): […] The Doctor of Philosophy 
in Natural Science also requires evidence in 
the form of a certificate and transcript or 
equivalent of the successful completion of a 
doctoral studies program

 e.g. Doctoral Program Natural SciencesDecide at the beginning of the doctorate 
which title you would like to have
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Dr. rer. nat. PhD

• Generally held in high regard • Internationally better known, e.g. for a 
future career abroad

• Both titles are internationally recognized and hardly differ in their value
• No differences in scope and duration except the additional training (lectures, 

courses, etc.)
• Nearly all universities offer additional training for doctoral researchers

regardless of membership in a doctoral program or the title desired

Even if you are not pursuing a PhD, see what you can do in terms of 
continuing education, training, networking, etc. while pursuing a 
doctorate. It will be beneficial for the future.
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