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What does your current professional life
look like?

In my current group, we are organized into
subgroups consisting of one postdoc and one
PhD student. Each subgroup is responsible for
running the lab 24/7, and we usually do not
share instrumentation with other group
members. At the same time, we have a great
deal of flexibility in how we organize our work.
On particularly busy days, | might be in the lab
from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., while on other days |
might go windsurfing and not come in at all. |
actually enjoy this freedom a lot.

How did you find out about your current
job?

Before graduating, | realised that | wanted to go
abroad for a postdoc. | reached out via emailto a
couple of Pls | was interested in working with,
even though | did not know any of them
personally. | also spoke with former group
members to get an idea of how the group
operates. Mike was very responsive, and we
scheduled an in-person interview. | had a really
good feeling during the interview, so | decided to
join the group.

University of California, Berkeley / Crommie group

What was the biggest challenge in

starting a job after your PhD studies?
For me, the hardest part was figuring out what |

actually wanted to do, where | would enjoy living,
and whether | wanted to stay in academia. It was
very helpful to interview for several different
positions in both academia and industry. In the
end, | realized that | could see myself being happy
in either path, so | chose the place where | had the
best gut feeling. After making that decision, the
actual transition from PhD student to postdoc felt
fairly straightforward. | also did not experience
much of a culture shock living in the U.S.

What skills do you need now that you

did not learn during your PhD studies?
In my current group, postdocs have a lot of

responsibilities. For example, | manage my own
small subgroup. This includes mentoring PhD and
undergraduate students, writing proposals and
letters of recommendation, and interviewing
students. All of these responsibilities come in
addition to everyday lab work, so efficient time
management and prioritization are key.
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