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Please contact us, if you need help or advice



Counselling
https://www.bcp.fu-berlin.de/en/chemie/biochemie/master/counselling/index.html

Student advisor
Varvara Plotnikova
studbiochem@zedat.fu-berlin.de

Faculty Advisor
Dr. Jens P. Fürste
fuerste@zedat.fu-berlin.de

Office of Academic Affairs and Study Advisory
Christiane Müller
Björn Kleier
studienbuero@biochemie.fu-berlin.de

https://www.bcp.fu-berlin.de/en/chemie/biochemie/master/counselling/index.html
mailto:studbiochem@zedat.fu-berlin.de
mailto:fuerste@zedat.fu-berlin.de
mailto:studienbuero@biochemie.fu-berlin.de


Examinations Office
Janine Heinrich
pruefungsbuero-biochemie@fu-berlin.de

Mentoring
Jana Petri
Please mail
mentoring@bcp.fu-berlin.de

Erasmus Studienberatung
Dr. Bernhard Loll 
loll@chemie.fu-berlin.de

BAFöG Studienberatung
Please send the completed form (Formblatt 5, Bafög Weiterförderung) and an up-to-date 
transcript of records to the Examinations Office

mailto:pruefungsbuero-biochemie@fu-berlin.de
mailto:mentoring@bcp.fu-berlin.de
mailto:loll@chemie.fu-berlin.de


General Academic Advising
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/studium/beratung/ssc/bereiche/allgemeine-studienberatung.html

Psychological Counselling
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/studienberatung/psychologische_beratung/index.html

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic it is necessary to follow the 3G-rule for appointments in person 
at the SSC. So you have to be either fully faccinated, recovered or tested negatively for Covid-
19 (at the the day of your appointment)

https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/studium/beratung/ssc/bereiche/allgemeine-studienberatung.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/studienberatung/psychologische_beratung/index.html


• Exemplary means, you can adjust!
• E.g., finish main lecture, 3 MMs and 2 RPs in semesters 1 and 2
• Could go elsewhere/abroad in 3rd semester for remaining RP, electives

Exemplary curriculum

















• Studienordnung: https://www.fu-berlin.de/studium/studienangebot/master/biochemie

Course descriptions online



• Theoretical courses/sections of courses (lectures, seminars, exercises, ...) online 
via WebEx (some instructors may use Zoom)
- Advanced Biochemistry, parts 1 & 2
- Literature search, research design & grant writing
- Specialized lectures/seminars (biochemical electives) and free electives
- Seminars of Methods Modules
- Biochemistry colloquia/Lise Meitner colloquia (Fridays, 12:30)

• Methods Modules online or in presence (see course catalog and list online)

• Distribution of slots in Methods Modules (Tombola):
Friday, 15th October 2021, 10:00
Online via WebEx

• Research Projects online or in presence (individual arrangements)

Winter semester 2021/22



Typical setup of courses offered

• Commented PDFs, voiced-over PPTs or videos in advance in 
Blackboard

• Students can study the material and send questions by email to the 
instructor (up to one day before the regular seminar/lecture)

• Video conference at the scheduled time (regular or shortened 
lecture/seminar and/or Q&A)

• Expect variations for each specific course or part of a course

• Each course organizer or instructor will contact participants with 
more specific instructions (e.g., via “Announcements” in Blackboard)

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Course material and events



• Active participation requirements will be communicated by each 
course organizer

• May differ for each course or part of a course

• Prospective exam dates (course catalog, Blackboard) and/or 
formats may change depending on the developments

• Advanced Biochemistry, parts 1 & 2, exams: Planned in presence

• Presentations/Q&A for RPs: Online via WebEx

Active participation and exams



• Main lecture: Advanced Biochemistry, parts 1 & 2 (ABC1/2)

• Part 1 online: Fridays, 15:00 – 17:00

• Part 2 online: Mondays, 15:00 – 17:00

• Exams are scheduled 2 weeks apart

• You could take both parts but they cover a lot of ground

1st study area: Basics



• Advanced Biochemistry is one course taught in two parts.

• Both parts are mandatory (but it is not mandatory that you
take both parts this semester).

• It will be graded based on your results in
two partial exams combined.

• You cannot pass or fail only one part
(no required minimum points per partial exam)

• One improvement trial per part (up to semester 4)

• Try to finish both parts in the first 2 semesters



2nd study area: Methods

• Several MMs are offered (slots distributed during the Tombola)

• In most MMs it is possible to attend only the seminar part
• You can combine 2 such seminars to a 5-CP course (electives)

• Contact PIs for “decentralized MM” – resembles a 3-week lab rotation; 
well-suited to combine with a subsequent Research Project



• Methods subject areas:

1. Structural Biochemistry
2. Molecular Biology
3. Molecular Biomedicine

• Requirements:

• Three MMs
• Two MMs from two different subject areas
• Third MM from third area or a related field (“affine area“)

2nd study area: Methods



















• Mail the form as a PDF FILE to forumbiochem@zedat.fu-berlin.de
before Wednesday (October 13th) 22:00 h

• The tombola will start on Friday (October 15th) at 10:00 h

Tombola

https://fu-berlin.webex.com/fu-berlin/j.php?MTID=mfaeebf173e318ae782a9e7dfff303d2e

mailto:forumbiochem@zedat.fu-berlin.de
https://fu-berlin.webex.com/fu-berlin/j.php?MTID=mfaeebf173e318ae782a9e7dfff303d2e


https://www.bcp.fu-berlin.de/studium-
lehre/verwaltung/studienbuero/studien
buero_chemie/CORONA

You have to apply for a
“decentralized” Methods Module



Make sure description fits selected subject area



3rd study area: Research

• Contact the PI of the lab, in which you would like to do a Research Project
• 15 CP: 9 weeks of lab work + 3 weeks of preparation (pre and post)
• Can be discontinuous (if PI agrees)
• Active participation: lab book, group seminar, written report
• Graded based on a presentation with Q&A



3rd study area: Research

• Research subject areas:

1. Structural Biochemistry
2. Molecular Biology
3. Molecular Biomedicine

• Requirements:

• Three 15-CP graded RPs
• Two of these from two different subject areas
• Third RP from third area or a related field (“affine area“)



https://www.bcp.fu-berlin.de/studium-
lehre/verwaltung/pruefungsbuero/pruefungs
buero_unterlagen/biochemie_master

Apply 4 weeks before
the planned start date



Make sure description fits selected subject area







• Can replace one 15-CP Research Project

• Two parts (5 CP and 10 CP)

• Your performance during the first part decides 
whether you can continue with the second part

Literature search, research design & grant writing
(216881 a/b)



Identify a relevant research problem 
(critical literature search)

Develop it into a PhD thesis project
(frame specific questions, assess feasibility)

Describe it coherently according to a template 
(an exercise in scientific writing)

216881a

All in Blackboard/online

Lectures and individual meetings
with your mentor

Written summary of your project

216881b

Write a research proposal

Peer review one proposal

Literature search, research design & grant writing
(216881 a/b)



• Biochemistry Colloquia/Lise Meitner Colloquia (Friday, 12:30 – 13:30)

• Online via WebEx

• Participation in 15 colloquia counts as a 2.5-CP partial course

• Can combine, e.g., with one MM seminar to a 5-CP course

• Documentation of participation: WebEx meeting protocol (join with identifiable name)

4th study area: Electives





• It is possible to import 15 CPs from the Biochemistry
Bachelor’s program as electives:

- Bioinformatik
- Biostatistik
- Evolution
- Bioethik
- Berufsorientierung

- Only offered in German!

4th study area: Electives



• Individually through Campus Management

• Plan judiciously what you can manage

• Avoid “hoarding“ of courses

Registering for courses



• Apply for Research Projects well ahead of the planned start date.

• Several graded 15-CP research projects can be done in the same group and 
their contents can be closely related.

• Ungraded 5/10-CP research projects can also be combined with a graded 15-CP 
research project.

• “Decentralized” Method Modules can be carried out in the form of a short 
Research Project and can be combined with a Research Project.

• “Decentralized” Method Modules and Research Projects can be followed by a 
Master’s thesis in the same lab.

Be flexible and creative



• We are open to accept equivalent courses taken elsewhere

• We are prepared to accept suitable online courses as equivalent

• Check before enrolling in a course!

• Detailed info on the course and suggested equivalent to Examinations Office

Be flexible and creative



• Advanced BC parts 1 and 2
MM or RP in lecture-free time (15-25 LPs)

• Advanced BC part 1 or 2
Literature search, research design & grant writing
MM or RP in lecture-free time (25-35 LPs)

• Advanced BC part 1 or 2
2 MM seminars
Specialized lecture/seminar
MM or RP in lecture-free time (20-30 LPs)

Possible schedules if contact is restricted again
or if you presently want/have to avoid contacts



• Via email to any faculty member

• Via email to Examinations Office

• Via email to FSI

• Via email to Varvara Potnikova (Student Advisor)

• Via email to Jens P. Fürste (Faculty Advisor)

• Only ask one at a time and allow some response time

• Only use Zedat account for university matters

Questions?



https://www.bcp.fu-berlin.de/en/studium-
lehre/verwaltung/pruefungsbuero

Examinations Office



• FSI (consider joining!)

• Student tutors and advisors

• Susanne Jäger (Central Administration Biochemistry)

• Janine Heinrich (Examinations Office)

• Christiane Müller, Björn Kleier (Office of Academic Affairs)

• Thorsten Grospietsch (Academic Studies and Teaching)

Many thanks to …
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