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How to request data acquisition for Single Particle Analysis (SPA)? 

Preamble. In the following we describe the procedure how to request the service `SPA data 

acquisition – Titan Krios (FU-Berlin)´. 

Prerequisites: You need to be registered as member of at least one group in FUB IRIS. This group as 

well as yourself must be registered with the SPA workflow. If in doubt, ask your group head or group 

admin. (There are also special handouts on all these topics.) 

 

First of all, please note that each sample needs its own request. 

To request single particle data acquisition, follow the steps below: 

o Login to fub.openiris.io with your institutional credentials (email and password). 

o Open the Tab ´Services´ and look for `SPA data acquisition – Titan Krios (FU Berlin)´. 

If you cannot find this service, you or your group might not yet be registered (see prerequisites). If 

in doubt, please contact Dr. Boris Schade (boris.schade@fzem.fu-berlin.de) at the FZEM. 

o Once you press either the blue button `SUBMIT REQUEST´ or the document icon on the right top, 

a new window will open displaying a form. Please note the scrollbar on the right, there is more to 

fill in than you can see at once. 

 

o Fill in this form attentively and note that some of the data indicated by a red asterisk are 

mandatory to submit the request. 
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o Fill in a concise short title, e.g., “UNP bacillus familiarus batch 1”. This title will escort you 

through the whole request, so choose wisely. 

o Next, check the pre-set group, especially if you are registered with more than one group. It is 

important to have the right group picked from the drop-down list, because your request will 

immediately be sent to the respective group’s head for approval. Also, booking fees are assigned 

to this group. 

o The `cost centre´ is not yet enabled so leave it at N/A. 

o Provide a short (max 10 characters) name/ID of your sample or the batch, e.g., your initials 

followed by a serial number. 

o Continue with the rest of the form. Be as precise as possible since all provided information will 

help the operators to estimate the efforts with this sample. You can also provide images of the 

analysis like SDS-PAGE, chromatograms, and micrographs of preliminary TEM measurements. In 

case, please provide only one significant micrograph (no galleries). 

o At the end press `SUBMIT´. An information mail with your request will be sent to the group head 

to approve or reject the request. Nothing more will happen before this approval! 

Please note that approval of a request is always necessary, even if the submitter is the group 

head. 

From now on, you can follow the progression of your request on fub.openiris.io in the Dashboard. 

After the request’s approval, the staff will make an appointment with you for the preliminary talk; this 

will be our first task. There are already some more tasks tabulated in the request, like sample 

screenings and grid preparations which are discussed in the preliminary talk. 

If all preliminaries meet the requirements for a promising data collection, the sample will be queued for 

the actual measurement at the Titan Krios microscope. Queuing of course means that we cannot 

provide a fixed period for the measurement in advance. 

If attendance at set-up of the data collection is desired, we will provide you with a short-term 

information (approximately one week before the estimated measurement), make an appointment, and 

schedule your sample accordingly. 

Never forget to log out from Iris! 
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