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PREFACE

This volume contains 14 selected papers from the 9™ Conference of European Researchers in
Didactics of Biology (ERIDOB). ERIDOB’s well established conferences attract about 200
biology education researchers from Europe as well as from counties far beyond its borders.
For 16 years now, researchers in didactics of biology have come together at the biennial
conference to exchange research questions, designs, instruments, results, interpretations, and
conclusions. The intention of ERIDOB is to provide an opportunity for researchers with
diverse experiences to discuss biology education research.

In order to widen the field of themes for discussion and submission of interesting papers from
researchers of biology didactics, the academic committee at the last ERIDOB conference in
Braga, Portugal, 2008 decided not to select a theme for the 2012 conference. The 2012
conference was organized by and held at Freie Universitit Berlin, in Berlin, Germany. From
initially over 170 contributions, 56 papers were presented as oral presentations and 58 as
poster presentations at the 9" conference. All presentations were arranged in 12 strands:
Environmental education; health education; biology education in informal settings; scientific
thinking; argumentation; models and modeling; teaching strategies; teaching socio-scientific
issues; teaching genetics; pedagogical content knowledge; student conceptions; interest and
motivation; and two symposia: supporting students' interactions with socio-scientific issues;
teaching evolution: cognitive and affective factors.

All papers presented at the conference and published have been double reviewed by a
minimum of one member of the academic committee and by one experienced participant of
ERIDOB and reviewer of biology educational journals. Out of twenty excellent papers chosen
for publication in the proceedings of the ERIDOB conference six were included in a special
issue of the Journal of Biological Education (Vol. 47, Issue 3, 2013). The choice of papers
was based on the intention to illustrate both the high quality and diversity of current European
research in biological education. The 14 papers presented in this volume address topics in the
areas of student conceptions, teacher conceptions and teacher knowledge (section 1), biology
education in informal settings (section 2), models and modeling (section 3), and teaching
strategies, teaching socio-scientific issues and curriculum development (section 4).

The next ERIDOB conference takes place at the University of Haifa, Israel, in 2014. The
family atmosphere of an ERIDOB conference offers possibilities of recognising and exploring
European research cultures with the intention of building a strong and internationally coherent
research culture. Newcomers are warmly welcomed.
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